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The Lorain County Metropolitan Park District was established in 1957 139 the Lorain
Countg Probate Court. Under the Provisions of ChaPter 1545 of the Ohio Revised
Code, Lorain County Metro Parks is a sPecial district oPerating asa seParate Political
subdivision of the State of Ohio. The Metro Parks Proviclc residents with the
Prcscrvation of open space, conservation, education and outdoor recreation

programs and facilities.

Funcling for the Metro Parks is Provided Primarilg bg a 1.3 mill countgwic{c Prol:)crtg
tax levg. Other sources of income include grants, giFts and bequests along with

fees generatecl from the Forest Hills Golf Course, SPlash Zone and Facilitg rentals.

Lorain Countg Metro Parks is governed bg a three-member Board of Park
Commissioners, who are aPPointed bg the Lorain County Probate Court Juclge and

serve without pay.



The Board of Park Commissioners is resPonsible for Policg and decision

making. The Director/ Secre’carg is resPonsible for the dailg Frederick L. AlsPach Robert M. CamPana Sherrill M. McLoda
management of the Metro Parks.
The Lorain Countg Metro Parks staff is comPrised of 56 full-time and 8
9ear~round, Part-time emPlogees) supplemented bg up to 155 seasonal staff @WJW M QMW
members in the summer months. Fifteen members of the Metro Parks’ ranger
staff are certified Ohio Peace Officers. The rangers are resPonsible for
Public saretg in the Metro Parks and are also assigned Park

maintenance and suPervisorg duties. Other staff

members maintain ties and conduct educational Programming and

sPecial event activities in the Parlc district.

Volunteer suPPor’c is an essential element to tne success o1C ’c]ﬁe Metro Parks.
James D. Martin James T. Walther
Over the Past year, volunteers donated over 25,000 hours of their time to
the Metro Parks. Friends of Metro Parks in Lorain Countg Inc. now totals

over 450 members.



In 2009, the Lorain County Metro Parks’ naturalist staff conducted 649 requestccl programs

(those programs requested 139 outside groups) and 1,352 Public programs (those listed in
the ARROWHEAD, the District’s newsletter) with over 75,000 Pcople in attendance.

METRO PARKS FACILITY USE
ROOM USE AND PROGRAMS

chucsted Programs (649 oo, 25 5%6
Public Programs (332) oo, 58,689
Senior Citizen Bus Tours (120) .............. 3 366
Halloween Fair/ Holida9 Lights ............ 35 555
Amherst Beaver Creek (440).............. 13,641
Carlisle Visitor Center (458)................ 17,672
Carriage Barn (158)......cocovovviiiiinn, 7,241
Forest Hills. oo, 24,256
French Creek Nature Center (64). .....3,043
Johnson Wetland Center (4).............. 4926
Schoepﬂe Garden ) oo 59%
Total...oooveeieeieeeeeeeee e 194,498

METRO PARKS
DAY-USE VISITORS
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SPLASH ZONE ADDITION
In 2009, S lash Zone cxPanc{ed their
facilit anj program ogerings. A second
Four-[gane Pool was added as well as a
children’s water Play area. The children’s
area is available both winter and summer
months.

A Field House was also added that
includes a four lane rubberized walkin
trac‘() two full size basketball courts (or
four short courts) and four regulation
size volleyball courts. Basketball and
Vo”egbal?

2009.

leagues bcgan in SePtember



to the Parks incluclinga new clubhouse, an addition to S

commissioned two Plags, and introduced a new website. W

In the fall of 2009,

Lorain County Metro
Park sunveiled a new web
address and new website.
The homcpagc was
redesigned for easier use
and liris were made
available to c]uicklg access
other areas of the
website. Eight new pages
were added with focus on
outdoor aclventure) arts,
nature, education,
recreation, historg)
garc]ening, and specialtg

Programs.

Lorain County Metro Parks is a unic]ue blend of dcvelopment and Preservation) recreation
for wildlife abound, but there also is a Placc for you. Picnic areas to Plag in, nature centers

everyone. Fach Lorain Countg Metro Park strives to imProve the Parks and programs for
lash Zone and a new kagak/

E

A new clubhouse was
oPened at the beginning of
the 2009 olf season at
Forest Hills Golf Center.
The dubhouse includes a
restaurant to relax in after a
game of eolf and a pro shop
with the étest gohC aPParel
and equiPment On July

18, 2009 the clubhouse was
named in honor of Probate
Court Judee Frank
Horvat]':) who served the
Lorain Countg Metro Parks
as aPPointin%gudge of the
Board of Par
Commissioners for over

18 years.

en it comes to recreation,

ot

The Lorain County Metro
Parks and TrueNorth
Cultural Arts commissioned
the Plag “Freedom’s Light:
A StoP Along the
Unclergrounc[ Railroad.”
The Plag followed Nellie as
she escaped her master in
Tennessee and followed
the Underground Railroad
to freedom. Her last stoP
was the Burrell Homestead
in Sheffield Vi”agc. Over
2,000 People attended the

Plag

@. .

and conservation. Forests of hardwoods blend into wetlands teeming with life. Habitats

to learn in, observation areas to watch from and new areas to cxplore are available to
the citizens of Lorain County. 2009 brougl’xt several new additions and imProvements

canoe trail. Lorain Countg Metro Parks hosted the Cleveland F’o[:)s Orchestra,
adventure orjust Plain relaxation, Lorain County Parks has something for everyone.

With the increase in
membership at Splash
Zone, the gcilitg exPandcd
with a second indoor pool
and a field house in 2009.
The Field House has a
three-lane rubberized
walking traclg four vo”eg~
ball courts and four bas-
ketball courts.

Vo”egba” and Basketball
Ieagues bcgan in
Septembcr 2009.

The Vermilion — Lorain
Water Trail became the
fourth clcsignatecl water
trail in Ohio on Julg 1, 2009.
The trail is 27 miles long and
runs along the Vermilion
River, Lake Erie and the
Black

River. The Water Trail is a
Par’cnership between the
Citg of VcrmilionJ the Citg
of Lorain, the Vermilion Port
Authoritg, the Lorain Port
Authoritg, and the Ohio
DcPartmcnt of Natural
Resources Division of
Watercraft and Division

of wildlife.

Lorain County Metro Parks
hosted the Cleveland PoPs
Orchestra at Lakeview
Park on August 2%, 2009.
The rain held off and over
5,000 Peop|e attended this
amazing concert. Sponsors
of this event were the Ohio
Arts Council, the City of
Lorain, the Morning Jour-
nal, the Lorain Port
Authoritg, Lorain City
Schools, T Consultants)
Malcolm Pirnie, Inc, Lorain
National Bank and
Communitg Health
Partners.
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SuPP|ies ..................................................................................
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Lan Acquisition ................................................................. 35,445
CaPital lrnProvements/ Contracts..oooeeiiiiiiiiin, 4,595,196
Grants/Miscellaneous. ..o, 251,74 =,
Total ExPen&itures ............................................................ 11,127,900 =

R (L T




2009 Revenue

Taxes............ $8,405,114........... 84 %
Fees..ooooiviiiiin. $1,475,299 . .. coonn.. .. 14%
Donations.......... $S171,91 i, 2%
TOTAL...c......... $10,050,%24 ..o 100% 84%

1%

18% 2009 &Wdﬁme&

TRUENORTH CULTURAL ARTS
2009 was a big year for the Partnership

Personnel......... $4,152,509........... 37% between Lorain County Metro Parks and
OPcrations """" $1,965,893.......... 18% TrueNorth Cultural Arts. Two Plags were
Donations......... $165,978............ 1% commissioned 1Corthegear. Tl’ieg were
37% Capital.............. $4,508,274............ 41% “Freedoms Light: A Stop Along the
Land...ooo, $335,446..coonnn 5% Unclergrouncl Railroad” and “The Master
TOTAL. oo $11,127,900........ 100% Carver: A Whimsical Halloween Mystery’.

Lorain County Metro Parks and TrueNorth
Cultural Arts also hosted the first Youth
Theatre CamP in the summer of 2009.
Through a grant from the Communitg
Foundation of Lorain County, over 25 kids

ABOUT THIS PUBLICATION
Ohio Revised Code Section 1545.08 requires that park districts periodically publish a report to the citizens
summarizin the district’s activities. This report is intended to fulfill this requirement.
Other reports regarding specific programs or facilities are available annually.

If you have any questions concerning this publication, please contact Lorain County Metro Parks at (440) 458-5121. ) o ]
Unless otherwise noted, numbers in this report were accurate as of January 1, 2010. “Photos PrOVldCCl ]35 TrueNorth Cultural Arts”. were able to Partlupate n thC camp on

scholarships. The camp ended with the
Peﬁcormance of “Honk! Junior” with over
300 attending.
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